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APHL VPD Reference Centers for Measles Testing

All specimens should be directed to the public health laboratory in the patient’s state of residence. Commercial laboratories should not send to the APHL VPD
Reference Centers unless otherwise directed. APHL VPD Reference Centers include:

e California VRDL (CA SPHL) 7
e Minnesota Department of Health Public Health Lab (MN SPHL) More Information
e New York State Wadsworth Center

«  Wisconsin State Lab of Hygiene (Wl SPHL) e APHL VPD Reference Center Testing Resources Guide

o Measles Commercial Laboratory Guidance
These laboratories may: e APHL Vaccine Preventable Disease webpage

e Perform genotyping \

e Perform MeVA real-time assay or working to bring up the test.

State-level Requirements for Measles Submission

Assigned Measles Virus For Measles Vaccine Assay

State Reference PCR/ Serology (to distinguish vaccine Notification of Positive Result Protocol Timeframe for Shipment of Specimens
Center Testing Available? strain)

Any suspected case should be reported to
the AZ Department of Health Services
Arizona CA SPHL Yes Performs in-house Communicable Disease Division within 24
hours and prior to testing; Notification of
positive results sent via ELR

Weekly, submission of positive
specimens is required in state statute

Within 24 hours after obtaining the
positive test result

Any suspected case should be reported to
the Communicable Disease Branch of the
California CA SPHL Yes Performs in-house local health department immediately by Within 48 hours of a positive result
phone prior to testing; Notification of
positive results sent via ELR
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https://aphl.org/docs/default-source/technical/VPD-Reference-Guide.pdf
https://aphl.org/docs/default-source/infectious-diseases-documents/vaccine-preventable-diseases/Measles-Commercial-Laboratory-Guidance.pdf
https://aphl.org/focus-areas/infectious-diseases/major-work/VPD

Assigned
Reference
Center

Measles Virus
PCR/ Serology
Testing Available?

For Measles Vaccine Assay

(to distinguish vaccine
strain)

Notification of Positive Result Protocol

Timeframe for Shipment of Specimens

Any initial suspicion or laboratory test order

Weekly; Health department will initiate

validation in progress

immediately; the health department will
reach out to request specimens

Florida NY Yes Sends to assigned receipt should be notified via phone/fax request via phone call upon receiot of
Wadsworth reference center notification the Florida Health Department 9 . P P P
. . a positive result
immediately
Suspected cases and laboratory evidence of
Not measles must be submitted immediately to . . .
. . . Positive specimens are submitted by
Maryland currently Yes Performs in-house the applicable local health officer; request
enrolled “immediate” reporting requires direct d
communication (telephone or in person)
Any suspected case should be reported to
North Sends to assigned the local health depar’Fment immediately by Weekly submission of PCR positives:
Carolina WI SPHL Yes Reference Center; phone and before testing. Subsequently, to no need for serolosy submission
Validation in progress the NC Department of Health and Human gy
Services Communicable Disease Branch
North L . Sends to assigned Report results to ND Health and Human Weekl'y S.meISSIOr.] .Of PCR posﬂyes;
MN SPHL Limited capacity . A . Submission of positive specimen is
Dakota Reference Center Services immediately . .
required in state statute
Any positive laboratory result for measles
should be reported immediately via
telephone to the local public health
department in which the patient resides. If
Ohio WI SPHL Yes Performs in-house patient residence is unknown, report The state does not have a set policy
immediately via telephone to the local
public health department in which the
reporting healthcare provider or laboratory
is located.
. A t houl ted t L .
Sends to assigned ny su§pec ed case should be r‘epor e(.j ° Within 24 hours of positive result early
South NY the regional health department immediately | . . L
. Yes Reference Center, . in an outbreak; Submission of positive
Carolina Wadsworth validation in progress by phone; positive results should be specimens is required in state statute
prog reported via ELR within 24 hours
Positive results reported into the
Sends to assigned Department of State Health Services NEDSS
Texas MN SPHL Yes Reference Center, reporting application and should be called in | Within 48 hours of positive result
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https://www.floridahealth.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/reportable-diseases-list-laboratories.pdf
https://www.dph.ncdhhs.gov/epidemiology/communicable-disease/confidential-communicable-disease-report-fillable/open
https://www.dph.ncdhhs.gov/epidemiology/communicable-disease/confidential-communicable-disease-report-fillable/open
https://www.hhs.nd.gov/sites/default/files/documents/DOH%20Legacy/reportable-conditions-exclusion.pdf
https://www.hhs.nd.gov/sites/default/files/documents/DOH%20Legacy/reportable-conditions-exclusion.pdf
https://www.hhs.nd.gov/sites/default/files/documents/DOH%20Legacy/reportable-conditions-exclusion.pdf
https://dph.sc.gov/sites/scdph/files/Library/00167-ENG-CR_2026.pdf
https://dph.sc.gov/sites/scdph/files/Library/00164-ENG-CR_2026.pdf
https://dph.sc.gov/sites/scdph/files/Library/00164-ENG-CR_2026.pdf
https://dph.sc.gov/sites/scdph/files/Library/00164-ENG-CR_2026.pdf
https://www.dshs.texas.gov/sites/default/files/IDCU/investigation/Reporting-forms/notifiable-conditions-2026-black-and-white.pdf
https://www.dshs.texas.gov/sites/default/files/IDCU/investigation/Reporting-forms/notifiable-conditions-2026-black-and-white.pdf

Assigned Measles Virus For Measles Vaccine Assay

Reference PCR / Serology (to distinguish vaccine Notification of Positive Result Protocol Timeframe for Shipment of Specimens
Center Testing Available? strain)

Any suspected case should be reported
within 24 hours by phone and before testing;
state laboratory will reach out to coordinate
specimen submission

Uses sequence data to
Utah CA SPHL Yes obtain vaccine strain;
performs in house

Within 48 hours of positive result;
submission of positive specimens is
required in state statute

Sends to assigned Measles is a rapidly reportable condition,
Virginia WI SPHL Yes Reference Center; any suspected case should be immediately | Within 48 hours of a positive result
Validation in progress reported to the local health department
Sends to assigned Any suspected case should be reported Within 48 hours of positive results early
Washington MN SPHL Yes Reference Center, immediately to Local Health Jurisdiction by in an outbreak; Submission of positive
validation in progress phone specimens is required in state statute

Within 48 hours of a positive PCR
result; serology positives are not
required

Any suspected case should be reported to

Wisconsin WI SPHL Yes Performs in-house WI SPHL immediately by phone

*Additional questions about results reporting can be directed to the Epi-on-call Phone Numbers maintained by the Council of State and Territorial
Epidemiologists.

This publication was supported by Cooperative Agreement number #NU600E000104, funded by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. Its contents are solely the responsibility of the authors
and do not necessarily represent the official views of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention or the Department of Health and Human Services.
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https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/measles/hcp/
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/measles/hcp/
https://doh.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2023-06/210-002-Poster-Lab.pdf
https://app.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=246-101-201
https://app.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=246-101-201
https://app.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=246-101-201
https://libraries.cste.org/after-hours-contact/
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