Classification of Infectious Microorganisms by Risk Group
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Risk Group 1

Agents not associated with disease in
healthy adult humans.

(No or low individual and community risk) A microorganism unlikely
to cause human or animal disease.

Risk Group 2

Agents associated with human disease
that is rarely serious and for which
preventive or therapeutic interventions
are often available

(Moderate individual risk; low community risk) A pathogen that can
cause human or animal disease but is unlikely to be a serious hazard
to laboratory workers, the community, livestock or the environment.
Laboratory exposures may cause serious infection, but effective
treatment and preventive measures are available and the risk of
spread of infection is limited.

Risk Group 3

Agents associated with serious or lethal
human disease for which preventive or
therapeutic interventions may be
available (high individual risk but low
community risk).

(High individual risk; low community risk) A pathogen that usually
causes serious human or animal disease but does not ordinarily
spread from one infected individual to another. Effective treatment
and preventive measures are available.

Risk Group 4

Agents likely to cause serious or lethal
human disease for which preventive or
therapeutic interventions are not usually
available (high individual risk and high
community risk).

(High individual and community risk)A pathogen that usually causes
serious human or animal disease and can be readily transmitted from
one individual to another, directly or indirectly. Effective treatment
and preventive measures are not usually available.3
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