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Terms to Describe Gross Colonial Morphology 

Size (diameter in mm) 

• Large = ≥ 1mm in diameter 

• Medium = 1mm in diameter 

• Small = ≤ 1mm in diameter 

Shape 

 

Elevation 

 

Margin (edge of colony) 

 

Color 

White, Black, Cream, Orange, etc. 

Surface Appearance 

Glistening, Smooth, Granular, Dull, Rough, Creamy 

Density (ability to see through the colony) 

• Opaque = cannot see through the colony 

• Transparent = can see through the colony 

• Translucent = can see through the colony only either light shining through  

Consistency (best observed by picking up a colony with a loop or needle) 

Butyrous (buttery), Viscid (sticky), Friable (crumbles easily), Brittle, Membranous (pliable) 
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