
 
Agents of Bioterrorism: Sentinel Training  
for Clinical Laboratories 
  

DATE 
XXX Public Health Laboratory, City, State 
Sponsored by the XXX Public Health Laboratory  

YOUR Course # 

AGENDA 
8:00 a.m.   Registration   
8:15   Welcome and Introductions  
8:45  Pre-Test 
9:00   Overview of the Laboratory Response Network  
9:30   Agents of Bioterrorism - Lecture  

• Bacillus anthracis (Anthrax), Brucella 
species (Brucellosis), Francisella 
tularensis (Tularemia)  

10:00   Break  
10:15  Agents of Bioterrorism - Lecture (cont.) 

• Yersinia pestis (Plague), Burkholderia 
mallei and pseudomallei (Glanders and 
Melioidosis), Other Agents and Toxins  

11:30  Select Agent & Contacting XXX PHL  
12:00 p.m. Lunch (provided)  
12:45   Laboratory Safety and Biosafety Cabinet Use  
1:15   Laboratory Exercise, Part 1 
2:45   Break  
3:00   Laboratory Exercise, Part 2  
4:30   Question & Answer, Post-Test and Evaluation  
5:00   Adjourn 

DESCRIPTION 
This one-day, intermediate-level, hands-on workshop will provide 
an overview of the sentinel clinical laboratory’s role in the 
presumptive identification of the primary agents of bioterrorism. 
Laboratory exercises will demonstrate the culture, staining and 
biochemical characteristics of Bacillus, Burkholderia, Yersinia, 
Brucella, and Francisella species. The safety implications of 
handling suspect organisms in clinical isolates and culture and 
suspect toxins will be emphasized. Policies related to chain-of-
custody specimens will be reviewed. 
 
AUDIENCE 
This program is designed for the microbiologist with bench-level 
clinical microbiology experience, with preference given to 
applicants that have not attended the course in the past. Only 
persons with experience working in the laboratory setting will be 
permitted to attend. 
 
OBJECTIVES 
At the conclusion of this program, the participants will be able to: 
• Discuss the role of the clinical laboratorian in the presumptive 

identification of organisms and toxins targeted for use in 
bioterrorism.  

• Explain the safety and security implications of handling 
suspect samples in clinical specimens and isolates. 

• Recognize culture, staining, and biochemical characteristics of 
the primary agents likely to be involved in a bioterrorist event 
including, Bacillus anthracis, Brucella spp., Burkholderia spp., 
Francisella tularensis, and Yersinia pestis. 

• Outline the process for contacting appropriate personnel and 
transporting samples suspected of containing agents of 
bioterrorism to the XXX Public Health Laboratory. 

 
FACULTY 
XXX Public Health Laboratory, City, State 
Speaker 1, MS, M(ASCP) 
Title 
 
Speaker 2, MS, M(ASCP) 
Title 
 
CONTINUING EDUCATION 
XYZ is an approved provider of continuing education programs in 
the clinical laboratory sciences by the ASCLS P.A.C.E.®  
Program. Participants who successfully complete this  
program will be awarded X.0 contact hours. 
 
QUESTIONS? 

Please email XYZ 
 

  

REGISTRATION  
• Registration Deadline:  
• Register online at XYZ  
• Upon receipt of your registration, a confirmation letter, 

including maps and directions, will be sent by email. 
• If you do not receive a confirmation letter or have other 

difficulty with the online registration process, please email 
XYZ or phone 123-456-7890. 

  
SPECIAL NEEDS 
In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), 
Individuals seeking special accommodations should submit their 
request in writing to XYZ, at least three weeks prior to start date 
of the workshop. 
  
COMPETENCIES ACHIEVED 
Successful completion of this course will result in the attendee 
competence in the following beginner microbiology domains: 
MCB 4.11: Rule out testing for agents of concern. Performs rule-
out testing and referral for identification, confirmation, and 
characterization of agents of concern. 
 
FUNDING STATEMENT 
XYZ….. 
 

WORKSHOP 

YOUR LOGO 

mailto:Marisa.barley@aphl.org
https://www.aphl.org/programs/food_safety/laboratory-accreditation/Documents/PHL%20Comps%20Published%202015-05-15%20mmwr%20su6401.pdf

