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What to Do When a Select Agent is Identified in Your Lab: A Checklist  

1. Call LRN Reference Lab, package isolate safely, send to LRN Ref. Lab  

2. Secure all remaining tubes, plates, slides, specimens from that culture (and look for 
others on the same patient.)  

3. Make a note about who worked on the culture and whether all work was done in the 
BSC. If work was performed on the open bench, note (a) what activities, (b) who 
performed the work, (c) who else was in the room. Note physician(s) involved.  

4. When LRN Reference Lab calls to say the isolate is a Select Agent, prepare to:  

a. Destroy all culture materials by on-site autoclaving or by overnight chemical 
decontamination in freshly made 10% bleach, followed by discarding with 
medical waste. This must be done within 7 days of report of identification by 
the LRN Reference Lab.  

b. Note the date/time and name of person performing destruction.  

c. Furnish information to LRN Reference Lab regarding name and phone 
number of physician. Furnish any other information for the purpose of filling 
out Select Agent Form 4 to report the isolate.  

d. Fill out Parts C and D of Form 4 and send to the LRN Ref. Lab.  

e. Work with LRN Reference Lab and/or Health Department to assess 
exposures to the organism. Work with Occupational Health regarding 
prophylactic antibiotics.  

f. Fill out Select Agent Form 3 if any personnel were exposed or any improper 
handling of the isolate was discovered. Health Dept, LRN Reference Lab and 
Occupational Health may help with this.  

g. Complete Select Agent Form 2, if it is needed for a transfer of the isolate.  

h. File copies of all forms for 3 years.  

Select Agent website: www.selectagents.gov   

The website is the resource for forms, guidance, regulations, list of Select Agents and Toxins, 
including Tier 1 designations. Always download the forms from the website to avoid using an 
expired form.  

All issues should be coordinated with the LRN Reference Laboratory and state health 
department. 
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