Foodborne Disease Testing in Your Public Health Laboratory: Insert a logo if desired

An Investment in Health and the Economy 
Annual Human and Economic Cost of Foodborne Disease in the US
Human Impact: 
One out of six people are affected by foodborne illness [footnoteRef:2] [2:  	US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) (November 2018). Burden of Foodborne Illness: Findings. Accessed July 2021. www.cdc.gov/foodborneburden/2011-foodborne-estimates.html ] 
Salmonella infections 
alone can cost 
$400 M
in direct medical costs 
per year in the US 2

Medical Costs and Lost Wages Nationally: $17.6 billion [footnoteRef:3]  [3:  	US Department of Agriculture (March 2021). Cost Estimates of Foodborne Illnesses. Accessed July 2021. www.ers.usda.gov/data-products/cost-estimates-of-foodborne-illnesses.aspx ] 

Cost to Restaurants for a Single Outbreak: 
$4,000 to $2.6 million [footnoteRef:4] [4:  	Bartsch SM, Asti L, Nyathi S, Spiker ML, Lee BY (April 2018). Estimated Cost to a Restaurant of a Foodborne Illness Outbreak. Public Health Reports, 133(3): 274–286. www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5958383/ ] 

Average Cost to Food Company for a Recall: 
$10 million plus brand damage and lost sales [footnoteRef:5] [5:  	Tyco Integrated Security (October 2012). Recall: The Food Industry's Biggest Threat to Profitability. Food Safety Magazine. 
www.food-safety.com/articles/2542-recall-the-food-industrys-biggest-threat-to-profitability ] 

Investment in Foodborne Disease Testing Saves Lives and Money 
New, highly effective testing technologies, such as whole genome sequencing (WGS), lead to more rapid detection and response to foodborne disease clusters and outbreaks. Investment in this advanced testing returns actionable information for removal of contaminated food and protection of consumers. 
Testing data from state and local public health and agricultural laboratories has allowed:
Three times the number of outbreaks to be solved, stopping them before many people became ill [footnoteRef:6] [6:  	CDC (n.d.) Listeria and Whole Genome Sequencing: Whole Genome Sequencing Improves the Detection and Investigation of Foodborne Outbreaks. Accessed July 2021. 
www.cdc.gov/listeria/pdf/whole-genome-sequencing-and-listeria-508c.pdf ] 

Cases to be linked to a likely source, allowing producers to quickly pinpoint and remove contaminated items  
Food producers to better identify unsafe food production practices to prevent future outbreak events
Impact of Public Health Laboratory Testing for Salmonella [footnoteRef:7] [7:  	Data derived from the Public Health Laboratory Impact Tool: www.aphl.org/toolkits/Pages/Public-Health-Laboratory-Impact-tool.aspx ] 

Jurisdiction: Jurisdiction Name		Year: 20--To better protect citizens, we should increase state funding for Food Safety by at least 
$
for total annual funding 
of around
$

Number of Cases Averted: #
Number of Hospitalizations Averted: #
Total Medical Costs Averted: #
Illustrative Example: 
Example.
Increased Funding Would Support:
Paragraph or list of measurable outcomes of increased funding.
